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The 'ultra’ digital plot against the right to
abortion

CRITIC and Storydata analyze 125,000 publications from 43 Twitter
accounts that spread hate speech against feminism, sexual and
reproductive rights and the LGTBIQ+ community

Laura Aznar

The far right not only uses institutions to spread its hate speech against abortion, feminism and the
LGTBIQ+ community, social networks have become a very fertile ground through which to spread its
messages. In fact, according to the Association of Sexual and Reproductive Rights (ADSR),the
dissemination of these ideas is the path from which it manages to reach power. But which are the
most active anti-gender profiles? How do they interact with each other? Which ones feed back so that
the content they produce has more dissemination? What tags do they use?

In the current context, marked by the rise of the extreme right on a global scale, its postulates proliferate
everywhere, but on Twitter they are propagated “with total impunity”. “There is a fundamentalist offensive
against democracies and the rule of law that is articulated through attacks on the LGTBIQ+ population,
abortion, sex education and the transformative and disruptive feminist movement”, explains Aimudena
Rodriguez, head of political advocacy at the Association of Sexual and Reproductive Rights. “Through these
speeches they reach institutions and open a very worrying scenario of violence.".

24% of the most recent tweets from anti-gender profiles include concepts such as
“abortion”, “feminazis” or “trans”

To find out how far-right profiles interact on social networks, Storydata journalists have prepared a
report commissioned by CRITIC and the ADSR,in which they analyzed the last 3,200 tweets
published by 43 accounts with a lot of influence on TwitterIn total, they downloaded more than
125,000 posts, which were filtered by the following keywords: “respetamife”, “abortion”, “parental”,
“pinparental”, “family”, “feminism”, “feminazis”, “Montero”, “trans”, “gender”, “mother”, “living”, “right to
live”, “babies”, “provida”, “life”, “feto”, “adoctrinamiento”, “nifios”, “hijos”, “Igtbi”, “gay”, “lesbiana” and
“sialavida”. The tracked users made 30,186 posts that included one of these concepts; a figure that
represents 24% of all their recent tweets.

The list of profiles analyzed includes organizations such asVox, Abogados Cristianos, CitizenGo or
Hazte Oir; representatives,influencersor far-right personalities, such asSantiago Abascal, Jorge
Buxadé, Javier Negre, Ignacio Garriga, Javier Ortega Smith, Roma Gallardo or Hermann Tertsch,
and also media outlets that act as spokespeople for this ideology, including OK Diario, Mediterraneo
Digitalor The Gazette of the Iberosphereln total, the 43 accounts accumulate around five million
followers.
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This report is part of a broader investigation that CRITIC prepared based on data compiled by the
Sexual and Reproductive Rights Association on transnational networking between anti-abortion
groups. Through adigital map , we showed the connections between groups that call themselves
“provida” or that, in their praxis and ideology, deny the right to abortion. These entities have an
impact in different spheres: they orchestrate communication campaigns; they distribute booklets and
manuals with “information” and bioethical considerations about abortion, and they hold courses,
symposia and talks at Catholic universities. Some of them also promoteyou're welcomeagainst
pregnant women in front of clinics that perform abortions. And, in the legal field, they are leading an
offensive in the courts against medical centers that carry out this practice.

Who are the most active profiles against abortion?

The 10 users who have published content with these keywords the most times are, in order, Make
Yourself Heard;Christian Lawyers; the “provided” platformFamily Act; the/obbyconservative
CitizenGo; the citizen platformRight to Live; the medium “provida i profamilia” Current,
theInstitute of Social Policy(non-profit organization that denounces “the transgression suffered by
the family” and defends “the right to life, from conception to natural death”); the president of Hazte
Oir and CitizenGo,Ignacio Arsuaga; the civil associationProfessionals for Ethics, and the ultra-
Catholic groupAssociation Rooted in Christ and Society.

Anti-abortion posts represent 43% of Hazte Oir's own tweets

From the most recent tweets written by each of these profiles,In total, they have published 10,573 articles
that are against women's sexual and reproductive rights.. And the number climbs to the

19,013 if all the anti-abortion tweets from the 43 accounts analyzed are counted. In fact, this
message represents 43% of Hazte Oir's own tweets, and between 34% and 40% of those published
by the following six profiles that disclose more content that criminalizes the voluntary interruption of
pregnancy.

The lengthening shadow of Hazte Oir

The Association for Sexual and Reproductive Rights points out that the most active profiles on social
media against the right to abortion and those with the most influence share the same fact:are
initiatives founded, financed and led by Hazte Oir.The organization became known in 2017 from
the bus that traveled with the transphobic message “Los nifios tienen pene. Girls have vulva. Don't let
them fool you."

This associationis the driving force behind the/obbyinternational ultraconservative CitizenGo,
which operates on a global scale. According to OpenDemocracy, the leader of ActRight (an American
far-right organization), Darian Rafie, is one of the directors of CitizenGo and helps financially sustain
this group. Hazte Oir also created the citizen platformRight to Live, which pursues “the defense and
promotion of the right to life of all human beings from conception to natural death.” In parallel, as
revealed Publicthrough a WikiLeaks macro-leakage, large fortunes and senior Spanish executivesthey
financed the birth of Vox precisely through Hazte Oir. The party was, therefore, an initiative of this
ultra-Catholic group.

These organizations maintain links on Twitter with other fundamentalist actors such as Actua
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Familia, which presents itself as a pro-life platform; the One of Us platform, promoted by MEPs, which
calls on community institutions to “protect human beings from their conception”, or the Asociacién
Enraizados en Cristo y en la Sociedad, which aims “to be a Catholic voice in public life, bringing a
Christian perspective to the vision of life and its events”. They also interact with Catholic mediaCurrent
andOK Diary.Two digital ones that, by the way, were born at the initiative of Hazte Oir.

The political goal of the new far right: conquering
institutions

“We are facing a new phenomenon led by new actors who are not the far right, heirs of Francoism, nor
are they part of the traditional Spanish ultra-Catholic groups, although some of their leaders come
from Francoist families,” points out AlImudena Rodriguez. In fact, she explains, “Hazte Oir disassociated
itself from the Spanish Family Forum because their objective differed:We are not talking about faith
or beliefs; the former want to reach the institutions and govern”, he rebla. In this way, its purpose
is to implement “an authoritarian agenda in social matters, and a neoliberal and austerity agenda
in economic matters”, explains Rodriguez.

And they are managing to conquer power. After the municipal and regional elections on May 28, Vox
has managed to place the ultra-Catholic deputyLlanos Masséas president of the Valencian Parliament.
Before joining the party,Massé had been part of an anti-abortion section within the Hazte Oir platform
A similar operation took place in Aragon, where the Vox deputyMarta Fernandezhas also become
president of the Cortes. When she was appointed, Fernandez decideddelete several hate messages that

he had spread on social networks , which included transphobic, xenophobic, anti-abortion, ultra-
religious and anti-feminist comments. Likewise, the new president of the Balearic Parliament,Gabriel
Le Senne, had also donetweets against feminism, abortion and climate change deniers.

Almudena Rodriguez: “There are synergies between new far-right parties founded and
financed by anti-gender groups that are linked on a transnational scale”

According to the Sexual and Reproductive Rights Association, Hazte Oir and the network of organizations it
has created share an agenda with thea/t-rightAmerican and with Russia. In fact,it was Russian oligarchs
close to the Kremlin who propelled Vox in the Spanish State to promote an offensive against the rights of
the LGTBI community or abortion.They did it by financing, precisely, Hazte Oir "There are synergies
between new far-right parties founded and financed by anti-gender groups that are linked on a
transnational scale," Rodriguez clarifies.

“The script is being written for what will happen in the Spanish State from July 23rd if there is a PP and Vox
government: we have the precedents of the United States, Brazil and, in Europe, Poland, Hungary or Italy”,
says the head of political advocacy at the Association. These countries, she says, have shown that the
discourse against sexual and reproductive rights and the LGTBIQ+ population, constructed and
disseminated by the new actors in the far-right ecosystem, “reaches the institutions and governs".

Which actors are most networked?

On Twitter, the connections between far-right anti-abortion users are evident from the volume of
interactions between profiles. Of the 3,200 tweets analyzed from each of the 43
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profiles, thetop 50f the most mentioned (applying the filter of the selected keywords) are Hazte Oir,
Vox Espafia, Derecho a Vivir, Irene Montero and the Catholic Association of PropagandistsThe
top 10 ranking also includes the mediaCurrent, Santiago Abascal, Ignacio Arsuaga, Rocio
Monasterio and the civic platform Actua Familialt is noteworthy that the account of the Minister of
Equality appears on this list, but this is due to the fact that the far-right profiles analyzed place her as
the target of their criticism when they publish messages against feminism, abortion or thetrans law.

Vox Spainis the actor who, together with his orbit of followers, is most successful in placing the political
conversation within the framework of the networks. His main interactions are established with
representatives of this formation, especially withAbascal, Buxadé, Monasterio, Gallardo and, to a lesser
extent, with Ignacio Garriga and Ortega Smith.

The judicial arm and the 'influencers’

The intensive use of concepts contrary to sexual and reproductive rights, feminism or the LGTBIQ+
population on social media is not harmless; in fact, it results in a multitude of interactions by other
accounts that replicate the discursive framework established by the far right. Storydata has calculated the
capacity of these profiles to generate impact by dividing the number of/ikesand retweets among the total
volume of the 3,200 tweets analyzed from each account.

Thus, among users who have moreengagementimore adhesions and loyalty from the Twitter accounts
in their orbit) when they publish this type of content, they mainly stand out /influencershowDavid
Santos, InfoVlogger, Wall Street Wolverineor the priestjuan Manuel Gongora; the international
platformPolitical Network for Valuesor the profileof Catholic University Students; the leaders of Vox
Juan Garcia GallardoandSantiago Abascal; the account ofVox in Cataloniaand the journalist'sjavier
BlackAlthough some of these users are not the ones with the most followers of all 43 analyzed, they
are the most effective when it comes to moving their anti-gender messages through this social
network.

One of the fronts that the far right has deployed against the voluntary interruption of pregnancy is the
judicial one. And Abogados Cristianos has become the cornerstone of this strategy in Spain. The group
has been the driving force behind severalcampaigns that aim to suppress women's right to their own
bodies, but also defends the "young people" who "demonstrate" in front of clinics that perform
abortions and who have been punished by the police. In some cases, this behavior has led toverbal
aggression and intimidation towards pregnant women. In addition, he has led legal actions against
the Generalitat de Catalunyafor promoting affective-sexual education in classrooms through the
Coeduca't program.

His Twitter profile is well-connected with anti-abortion organizations that operate in the field of social
agitation (CitizenGo, Hazte Oir, Actia Familia or Derecho a Vivir). Also withNeos Spain, a platform
promoted by the ultra-Catholic activism of the Valores y Sociedad Foundation, the Villacisneros Foundation
and the Catholic Association of Propagandists, which aims to ensure that the postulates against abortion and
euthanasia and in favor of the family gain political influence.

The media plays a significant role in the Twitter thread of far-right organizations

The media play a significant role in the network of far-right organizations with influence on Twitter.
The graph produced by Storydata shows the connections between chains
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television like7NN, digital newspapers like OK Diario, La Gaceta de la Iberosphereor EdaTV Newsand the
main actors of the far-right at an institutional level. They maintain regular interactions with Vox MEPs)orge
Buxadé and Hermann Tertsch(who is also a member of the Editorial Board of The Gazette of the
Iberosphere), with the former deputyMacarena Olona, with the deputies Abascal, Garriga, Monasterio,
Gallardo and Ortega Smith, with the parliamentary group ofVox in the Parliament of Catalonia and in
Congress, but also with the main actors of the/obby anti-abortionist in the social sphere, comHazte Oir,
Actua Familia or CitizenGo.

The most popular hashtags

What is the conversation generated by the 43 profiles analyzed? Storydata journalists have created a
visualization that shows the network of the 100 hashtagsof the publications, filtered by the selected
keywords, that are most relevant in the conversations of the 43 profiles. The central group has as its
epicenter the concepts “abortion”, "family", "life"and “Spain”In fact, the term abortionlt is the one that
maintains the most relationships with the other tags that these users put into circulation. It has 82
connections with words such as “8m”, “Espafa”, “vidasi”, “provida”, “feminismo” or “ideoclogiadegénero”.

In the groups that appear in green and blue, campaigns such as#yes, alive,

# autobusdelavida, #noalaborto, #pinparental or #salvarlasdosvidas. These campaigns mostly
interact with each other, and place at the center of their discourse, above all, the labels “abortion”,
“family” and “life”. In contrast, the dark green and orange group, at the bottom of the graph, are
directly related to “gender ideology” and “feminism”.

SCCL Critic -www.elcritic.cat

5/5


https://www.elcritic.cat

