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The Rights Observatory
Sexual and Reproductive

The Sexual and Reproductive Rights Observatory
is a space promoted by the Sexual and
Reproductive Rights Association and a political
advocacy tool through knowledge of the political
and social reality and monitoring of legislation
on Sexual and Reproductive Rights. The
Observatory collects and studies the cases
received and analyzes the data in order to make
public reports on the violation of the DSIR that
help to influence and transform public policies.

The most common violations registered at the
Sexual and Reproductive Rights Observatory are
those related to Voluntary Interruption of
Pregnancy (IVE), which include difficulties in
accessing it freely and free of charge, obtaining
adequate and truthful information, capacity

to freely choose the method and appropriate and
quality treatment. Access to contraception is the
second most common violation,

which includes both access to emergency contraception,
to pharmacies and to the public healthcare network in
Catalonia, as well as access to contraceptive methods,
and the difficulties of choosing and obtaining
information.

This year the Observatory has also

recorded rights violations linked to

to Sexually Transmitted Infections, and the
difficulties in accessing a diagnosis and the
corresponding treatment, lack of quality in
sexual and reproductive health care,
difficulties in accessing Assisted Human
Reproduction processes and use of
discriminatory language. This year, however,
the allegations linked to harassment of users
and professionals in abortion clinics have
been particularly highlighted.



Dimensions

~ AVAILABILITY

Access to abortion throughout the territory: The
inequity of access to services and resources for
Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy is still a reality.
The comrades of the Feminist Strike of Terres de
I'Ebre denounce that abortion cannot be accessed
throughout the territory through the instrumental
method, unless for medical reasons.

It is considered that the current territorial
distribution of healthcare facilities and the
resulting inequalities violate the right to access
abortion, as it cannot be guaranteed.

the availability of all techniques, regardless of
the area where one resides and, therefore,
women cannot choose de facto. Furthermore,
when women need an instrumental abortion
and have to move, in most cases they have to
assume the costs of this trip, both financial
and non-financial.

—~ ACCESSIBILITY

Access to a Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy of
less than 14 weeks: A cis woman who wants to have
an IVF and goes to the ASSIR where they give her little
and poor quality information, specifically: they don't
give her the options to choose between
pharmacological and instrumental, and when the
midwife explains how pharmacological works, she
tells her that the medication will stop the baby's heart,
etc. The midwife refers her to the gynecologist at 10
days of gestation, which adds another week to the
gestation. The voluntary termination of pregnancy
protocol of

Catalonia provides for information to be provided
on the different methods and Law 2/2010 indicates
that in sexual and reproductive health care, public
services must guarantee “the quality of
comprehensive sexual health care services and the
promotion of care standards based on the best
available scientific knowledge”.

- QUALITY

Healthcare for Sexually
Transmitted Infections:

A cis woman has an appointment with a
dermatology specialist for genital warts in the
anal area. She receives infantilizing, moralistic,
and stigmatizing treatment for non-normative
sexual practices.

According to the Charter of Rights and
Duties of Citizens in relation to health and
healthcare, people have the right to receive
quality healthcare in all its dimensions
(efficient, effective, accessible, person-
centred, equitable and safe) based on
available scientific evidence and that
responds to their uniqueness.

and values.

—~ ACCEPTABILITY

Access to Emergency Contraception: A
person goes to a pharmacy to get emergency
contraception treatment and is told that they
will not give it to him without a prescription.
Since 2009, access to emergency contraception
in pharmacies does not require a prescription.

— PARTICIPATION

Assisted Human

Reproduction Treatments:

A cis woman undergoes an assisted reproduction
process, with in vitro fertilization. She wants to
destroy the leftover pre-embryos, but the law states
that in order to do so, the clinic tells her that two
certificates from two external doctors are required to
do so.

Sexual and Reproductive Rights provide that all people
have the right to participate in the establishment of
laws, policies, programs and services relating to public
health in their communities and the Charter of Rights
and Duties of Citizenship in relation to health and
healthcare recognizes the right to be cared for while
guaranteeing the dignity and autonomy of the person.

— SUSTAINABILITY

Harassment at clinics accredited for
Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy:

A cis woman who goes to a clinic that
professionally practices voluntary
termination of pregnancy encounters a
group of people who are against it.



of access to abortion, making it visible and
conveying their disagreement with the women
and professionals who access it.

Sexual and Reproductive Rights provide that all
people have the right to access, choose and
benefit from scientific advances in the choice of
family planning methods. Adequate treatment
of sexual and reproductive health, including
family planning information and services, is
recognized as a Human Right. The DSIR also
recognize the right to freedom of thought in all
matters related to sexual and reproductive life.
Freedom of thought about sexual and
reproductive health should not be limited by
religious or cultural ideas. The right to health
protection and care is also recognized.

Advocacy campaigns

Throughout the year, L'Observatori carries out
various actions with the aim of making public the
violations of Sexual Rights.

and Reproductive. Among the actions carried out in 2021,
the following stand out:

— Actions to promote the guarantee of Sexual and
Reproductive Rights: communication to sexual and
reproductive health care services
reproductive health and the Department of
Health and meetings with sexual and
reproductive health services.

— Awareness-raising and defense campaigns for
Sexual and Reproductive Rights: Shoot for
Rights!, public denunciation of the difficulties in
accessing abortion, focused on conscientious
objection and territorial inequity, publication of
a press release on the difficulties in accessing
emergency contraception.

— Launch of the website “I want to abort”
developed by the Sexual Rights Association
and Reproductive with specific instructions on the
right to abortion and how to exercise it, which
includes detailed information, resources on how
to access it, and the possibility of registering
violations of rights.

— Monitoring of cases of harassmentin
clinics. With the collaboration of the Office
for Non-Discrimination of the Barcelona
City Council, a study and monitoring of the
situation of harassment strategies against
clinics that practice voluntary terminations
of pregnancy by groups opposed to access
has been carried out.
to abortion.

Although access to sexual and reproductive health
services in Catalonia has been recovering
throughout 2021 after the situation of significant
access difficulties that we reported in the 2020
report, the consequences of the effects on the
public healthcare system in Catalonia of the
pandemic caused by COVID-19 have still been
experienced.

Violations of the DSIR continue to be a reality
and have significant consequences on
people's lives. 2021 has stood out as a year
in which we have repeatedly denounced how
discourses and actions contrary to the DSiR
endanger them and are contrary to Human
Rights. Specifically, situations such as
difficulties in accessing abortion due to
conscientious objection, but also,
harassment at Voluntary Interruption of
Pregnancy clinics, a reality that has so far
been rare in Catalonia and that has been
very present this year. These actions are not
isolated events, they respond to global
movements that involve many actors around
the world, and that is why this 2021 report
focuses on the analysis of fundamentalist,
anti-gender or anti-rights groups, and the
consequences of their actions in Catalonia.



Dossier: “Offensive”
fundamentalist
to the right to abortion"

In different cities in Spain we find groups of
people in front of the doors of clinics who
harass and rape women and people with the
capacity to conceive who decide to
terminate their pregnancy.

They are groups imported from the United States,
such as40 days for life, Spanish ultra-Catholic
fundamentalists, such asthe rescuers, led by Jesus
Poveda, or volunteer anti-abortion fanatics from
the Pro-Vida Foundation. In the last year, they have
also been joined by groups of young people linked
to the far-right party VOX who, through the
campaignCanes for Spain, insult and attack those
who decide to have an abortion and the
professionals who work in the clinics. There are
many, and diverse, fundamentalist, anti-gender
and anti-rights groups that use harassment as a
common practice.

At first glance, it may seem like a localized,
isolated action carried out by groups of
religious fanatics. However, this practice
corresponds to a whole set of actions that
make up a transnational strategy that
designs the actions collectively. It is an entire
organized network that receives significant
sums of money and, after defining specific
actions at the international level, implements
them in a localized manner in each state and
territory. There is a direct link between the
groups of harassers that concentrate at the
doors of clinics in the Spanish State and the
laws of the heartbeatapproved in recent
months in different territories of the United
States that aim to prohibit the right to
abortion.

In the Report of the Observatory of Sexual and
Reproductive Rights we focus on the project of Make
Yourself Heard,Ambulance Life, to clearly and
graphically trace a sequential line that starts from a
specific action located in the Spanish State and the
existing link with actions implemented in other
states and in the multilateral system.

We draw a line that is beginning to be drawn on a
street in the city of Barcelona that is experiencing a
situation of harassment against women who have
decided to have an abortion. Photos, messages,
posters and manipulated information with the aim
of modifying the decision already made and not
allowing the right to abortion to be exercised. Also
in other cities in the State we have seen how the
possibility of having an ultrasound scan for free
and listening to the heartbeat of the fetus is
offered before entering the center to access the
abortion. Actions, with a specific purpose, that we
can easily link with the aforementioned laws of the
heartbeat, the almost total ban on the right to
abortion in Poland, the appointment of anti-
abortion judge Amy Coney Barret in the United
States, which ends with the attack on the
multilateral system of the United Nations and the
attempt to create a parallel diplomacy based on
the eradication of Sexual and

Reproductive rights of women and LGBTIQ+
people.

An international network formed by
parliamentarians, ministers, heads of state,
fundamentalist groups, multinationals, judges
and fascist and far-right parties, which has the
support of some of the main churches such as
the Catholic, Russian Orthodox, Evangelical and
Muslim institutions. A diversity that is united in
a common goal: the attack on the Sexual and
Reproductive Rights of women in all their
diversity and of the LGTBIQ+ population. Goals
that, for some, are part of the DNA of their
ideology and/or belief, for others it is just a
vehicle to reach power, stay in it and be able to
impose a neoliberal economic agenda. It is a
network that, in the words of the feminist
activist and Brazilian academic expert, Sonia
Correa, is configured like a hydra.



Gutting the hydra

The projectAmbulance Lifeis a campaign driven
by the platformRight to Live created by the
Spanish fundamentalist group Make Yourself
Heard, founded by Ignacio Arsuaga. Arsuaga is
also the founder of the international
fundamentalist group CitizenGo, which has more
than 14 million members and maintains
important links with the far-right party VOX.
Without going any further, the visible face of the
campaignAmbulance Life, Gador Joya, is a
deputy for VOX in the Madrid Assembly. Ignacio
Arsuaga, in addition to having very successfully
founded these two fundamentalist groups, is
part of the boards of directors of some of the
largest fundamentalist, anti-rights and anti-
gender groups that operate internationally and
in the multilateral system, such asfamily Watch
Internationalor Political Network for ValuesThe
latter is the international branch of the
organization.Values and Societyfounded by
former Popular Party minister Jaime Mayor
Oreja, who also promoted the platform of
European Union parliamentarians to eliminate
Sexual and Reproductive Rights: One of Us.

Arsuaga maintains good working relations with
fundamentalist groups as important as the
Polish group Ordo Iuris, which has achieved an
almost total ban on abortion and the
implementation of LGBTIQ+ free zones in
Poland. Also with the American fundamentalist
groupAlliance Defending Freedomwhich in
recent years has expanded into the European
Union and has offices in Brussels, Strasbourg
and Geneva and which has been advised by
Steve Banon, promoter of heartbeat laws in the
United States.Make Yourself Heardand Citizen
Go They have been publicly denounced for
receiving large sums of money from Russian
oligarchs and American evangelical groups.

From the Association of Sexual and Reproductive
Rights we want to share the knowledge generated
in our concrete experience as defenders of Sexual
and Reproductive Rights about these groups, the
political agenda of

which involves the eradication of the Sexual and
Reproductive Rights of women in all their diversity
and of the LGTBIQ+ population.

In our view, the fundamentalist offensive
against Sexual and Reproductive Rights does
not arise as a reaction to the rise of feminism,
but rather has to do with the imposition of a
neoliberal and austericidal economic model
that requires violence against a large part of
the population. The global offensive against
the right to abortion has as its ultimate
objective the imposition of a neoliberal,
predatory economic model that impoverishes
us all and, therefore, affects the entire
population. It is our obligation to unmask and
denounce them.
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