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 International Conferences

Collective Pathways in the Face of Hate Speeches and the Rollback of Sexual 
and Reproductive Rights were discussed on 28, 29 and 30 October at the Centre de 
Cultura de Dones Francesca Bonnemaison. They were organised by L’Associació de 
Drets Sexuals i Reproductius (Association of Sexual and Reproductive Rights), Calala 
Fondo de Mujeres and Suds - Internacionalisme, Solidaritat, Feminismes.

The conferences were a space for reflection, exchange and collective action. In 
a global context where anti-gender forces have increased their influence, these 
conferences were a way to bring together defenders of human rights, activists, 
academics and representatives of various organisations committed to Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Rights (SRHR) worldwide.

The three-day conference addressed the current challenges faced by women and 
the LGBTIQ+ population, in the context of their rights being rolled back, as well as the 
strategies used by anti-rights groups that seek to delegitimise and undermine SRHR. 
Through a number of panels, working groups and spaces for dialogue, participants 
shared experiences and identified potential tools that could be effective to counter 
hate speech and promote the defence of human rights (HR).

The conference not only served to bring visibility to the critical situation at hand, but 
also aimed to strengthen the strategic networks and alliances among participants. 
Together, commitments and future actions were drawn up, with the goal of continuing 
the collective work begun in this space, ensuring that the voices of defenders are 
heard, and their work is recognised.

This document details the main findings, reflections and proposals that emerged 
during the conference, with the aim of consolidating shared knowledge and guiding 
actions in the defence of sexual health and reproductive rights in an increasingly 
challenging context. 
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Introducció International Conferences

Firstly, Mar Baños of the Associació de Drets Sexuals i Reproductius, welcomed 
participants to the “International Conference: Collective roadmaps to confront hate 
speech and the roll-back of sexual health and reproductive rights”, emphasising the 
importance of this type of space in the context of the rise in anti-gender groups.

Secondly, Cristal Campillay Alarcón from Calala Fondo de Mujeres highlighted the 
existence of a care protocol and an anti-racist protocol to guide the interactions and 
exchanges during the event.

Subsequently, Gabriela K. Ripari, Stefania Liendo and Florencia Distefano from 
the Asociación Mika-Asociación de Sororidad Internacionalista drew attention to 
the collaborative artistic exhibition in the space. The main focus of the exhibition was 
a large wardrobe, with the central focus of inviting participants to write about their 
experiences of abortion, in order to “bring these stories out of the closet” in a collective 
artistic production.

Next, Sílvia Aldavert from L’Associació de Drets Sexuals i Reproductius presented 
an empty chair, as a symbol representing all the defenders who could not be present 
at the conference or in life as a result of political repression. She named Palestinian 
human rights defender Tahreer Jaber, who had been invited to attend but is currently 
deprived of her liberty. She also mentioned to the Salvadoran defender Vilma 
Vaquerano, from the organisation ORMUSA, who was unable to attend due to health 
issues. 

Sílvia also introduced the speakers of the first table and explained the need to use 
Catalan and make the Catalan language visible. He then thanked the Agència 
Catalana de Cooperació al Desenvolupament (Catalan Agency for Decelopment 
Cooperaton - ACCD) for the resources invested and explained the roadmap behind 
the International Conferences, which were organised by three entities: Calala Fondo 
de Mujeres, L’Associació de Drets Sexuals i Reproductius and SUDS.

Sílvia emphasised how the growing transnational predominance of anti-gender 
hate speech and the discourse against sexual health and reproductive rights has an 
impact on the lives of women and gender nonconforming people. She analysed the 
impact of far-right and fundamentalist groups on institutions, recognising the current 
moment as a key turning point, since the SRHR and the struggle to achieve and 
defend them are becoming, in the current context, a fundamental tool for counter-
hegemonic political resistance, as exemplified by the US, Brazil, Hungary and Poland. 

Finally, Juana Cecilia Domingo Pascual de Mujeres Aq’ab’al in Guatemala, formally 
opened the day with a ritual to welcome participants and open the space. She sent a 
hug from Guatemala, from the Q’anjob’al territory and from the Mayan cosmovision 
to draw strength from the energy of the day, 4 Toj. In her opening address, she said: 

“{this day} means payment, asking for forgiveness, understanding others”. 

Cecilia shared the arrangement of the altar and asked for support so that “our voice 
can be heard”.

Plenary 
session
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This panel addressed the structure of the forces that block and limit the exercise of 
SRHR for women and gender nonconforming people. There was also discussion 
around identifying the actors who defend these rights, their methods of organisation 
and funding, and their economic, social, and political interests.

The panel was facilitated by Damjan Denkovski (human rights and anti-gender 
expert in Germany) and involved the following panellists: Sonia Correa, Naureen 
Shameem, Katherina Viera and Nuria Alabao. A summary of the panelists’ bios can 
be found at the end of the document.

Sonia Correa, of Sexuality Policy Watch (SPW) (Brazil) introduced the concept of 
“anti-gender cyclones” to refer to far-right, religious and conservative forces with 
neo-fascist traits. She analysed how the dynamics of these forces feed “perfect 
storms” that act as fuel for igniting the social ghost of “gender ideology”—framed 
as a doctrine that threatens the “fundamental” social structures (such as marriage 
and family), especially during electoral periods. Sonia highlighted the existence of 
this phenomenon since the 1970s, highlighting regional examples and differences 
between countries.

She proposed an understanding of anti-gender politics as a “grammar of the state”—
embedded within public policy and official discourse in various countries across Latin 
America, Europe, and the US.

She introduced the metaphor of the anti-gender hydra, a multi-headed monster that 
includes not only religious forces but also a complex array of actors defending a 
conservative economic and political order—”driven by a deep passion for all forms of 
inequality.” Within these forces, she notes, “it’s not just the traditional right among the 
heads of this anti-gender hydra, but we also find a range of different political forces, 
including the left, which maintains its own conservatism in relation to these issues, 
and transphobic ‘feminists’“.

Naureen Shameem, director of Noor (Pakistan) stressed the importance of 
unpacking the way anti-gender, fundamentalist and fascist (FF) forces are financed 
and structured, both locally and internationally. She described these structures as a 
“galaxy”, and identified three levels within it:

First, she spoke of the level related to people who run campaigns and dedicate 
themselves to mobilising activists. She highlighted the power and capacity of 
theocratic and religious organisations, which provide a large social base, from which 
voters also emerge. 

Second, she mentioned the importance of the creation of long-term political 
infrastructure by strategists and developers of anti-gender strategies. “Think tanks 
work to infiltrate the political arena and reshape it, making the extreme seen as 
conventional.” She mentioned that they are increasingly involved and have a greater 
impact on political institutions (Modi, Trump, Duterte, Milei, etc.).  Many of these 

Panel
1

Sonia Correa

PANEL 1. What context do we find ourselves in? Who 
are the anti-gender groups and how do they operate

Naureen Shameem
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groups are also involved in strategic litigation and/or have a presence in multilateral 
systems. 

“All these actors adapt their strategy and objectives according to their region in the 
world. In South and Southeast Asia, state actors are increasingly authoritarian, acting 
in concert with the army or armed groups”.

Third, Naureen analysed the ideological and narrative creation of 
anti-gender discourse, which are used to achieve cultural hegemony 
worldwide. In this context, everyday use of hate and fear-based 
speech, along with the digital infrastructure (which provides relative 
anonymity and immunity, and tactics such as “trolling”) are key tools 
for these groups. 

“Growing digital fascism is the backbone of funding {anti-gender groups}. In SWANA  
and in South and Southeast Asia, the use of spyware and surveillance software to 
control and repress feminist movements has grown considerably and legislation has 
been developed to support these digital measures”.

As for the funding of fascist and fundamentalist anti-gender forces (FF), Naureen 
stated: “In a study on international financial flows from 2013 to 2017, it was shown 
that a single anti-gender group received three times more funding than all feminist 
and LGBTIQ+ movements combined. Between 2009 and 2018, anti-gender spending 
in Europe quadrupled.” She also added that, “US-based organisations that identify as 
anti-gender received $2.6 billion between 2008 and 2017. In Europe, from 2009 to 
2018, anti-gender organisations collectively received €707 million, mainly from the 
U.S., the Russian Federation, and Europe”.

Naureen shared that the main sources of funding for these groups are religious 
institutions, such as the Russian Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church, illicit 
financial flows, companies, financial institutions (such as Goldman Sachs), 
the Hungarian bank NB Bank, donations from individuals or ultraconservative 
foundations (such as Qatar Foundation). She also mentioned other economic 
organisations, including development aid organisations, financial flows between 
civil anti-rights groups (such as Alliance Defending Freedom or Family Watch 
International), and even public funding.

In conclusion, Naureen mentioned that “gender ideology is being used as an example 
of democratic erosion, and that is a threat to universal rights. Gender justice is 
fundamental for there to be a substantial democracy”.

Nuria Alabao, a journalist at CTXT (Spain), reflected on what she called the “gender 
wars” in Spain, which she traced back to the early 2000s in reaction to new 
progressive legislation on human rights and SHRH: the law on same-sex marriage, 
the 2010 Abortion Law reform, and the Education Law which included sex education 
in schools.

She analysed how the far right has historically organised in Spain—its strengths 
and weaknesses—and explained how recent historical moments have shaped the 
development of these “wars”. 

She noted the growing ideological divide among young people: “Men are starting 
to have much more conservative positions than women, not only on issues related 

1	 SWANA is a 
geographical and decolonial 
term that represents the 
different communities in 
Southwest Asia and North 
Africa. Another term used 
to describe the region is the 
Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA).

Nuria Alabao

“Think tanks work to infiltrate 
the political arena and reshape 
it, making the extreme seen as 
conventional.”
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to feminism and LGBTIQ+ rights, but also on other issues, such as economic 
redistribution, human rights, migration, and more”.

She also stated that algorithms in social media and polarisation 
are key in the introduction and dissemination of hate speech, 
causing “gender wars” to encode vital insecurities of all kinds. In 
Nuria’s opinion, the most alarming discursive strategies that best 
reflect European supremacism and anti-rights cultural tactics are 
related to the exploitation of the defence of women and gender 

nonconforming people to justify the expulsion of migrants, which are portrayed as 
violent and conservative threats. She said: “European feminism must break away 
from racism and from the use of feminist discourse in anti-immigration rhetoric”.

Katherina Viera, of the Center for Women’s Rights (CDM) (Honduras), spoke of the 
disenchantment caused by Honduran President Xiomara Castro, who announced 
in her campaign “women, I will not fail you”. She stressed the disappointment it 
has caused for the women’s and feminist movement. She highlighted the following 
actions:

●	 Failure to apply the Comprehensive Care Protocol for Persons and Victims of 
Sexual Violence, which was approved in 2022. She explained how victims and 
survivors continue to turn to the CDM due to the lack of any real application of this 
protocol by the government, and the consequent lack of public attention to cases 
of sexual violence.

●	 The use of the emergency pill was banned for 13 years in Honduras, until the ban 
was lifted in 2022 by Xiomara Castro through a presidential decree. This situation 
has caused discontent given the fragility of the measure, as it is a decree and not a 
law.

●	 The Special Comprehensive Law against Violence against Women has not been 
approved, even after three years of government. 

●	 There was a systematic removal of the word gender in the Comprehensive 
Education Law that was passed in Congress last year.

Katherina presented severe criticism of the government and the people who 
protested on the streets in 2010 and who are now part of “power to the pendeja“. 
She shared concerns from comrades in El Salvador and Nicaragua, who said “don’t 
fall asleep”, since the situation is part of a regional trend in relation to neo-dictatorial 
groups. At the same time, she stressed the difficulty of encouraging people to mobilise 
on the streets in this context due to the “a romanticisation of the left-wing struggle and 
why people in the executive branch continue to remain silent”.

“European feminism must break 
away from racism and from the 
use of feminist discourse in anti-
immigration rhetoric”

Katherina Viera
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PANEL 2. Scope of anti-rights groups in the public 
sphere: Where do they act? Where are they getting 
stronger? Why are these spaces strategic for gaining 
more power and influence?

In the second panel, discussions focused on the areas where anti-rights and anti-
gender groups are most active. There was also talk about how polarisation and hate 
speech are being used by those groups to erode democracy.

The panel was facilitated by María Palomares Arenas, independent consultant for 
projects with social impact and matron at Calala Fondo de Mujeres, who shared a 
brief overview of how, in recent years, feminists have handled anti-gender groups 
in Spain, in coordination with Latin America. She highlighted the fight against 
the attempt to change the Abortion Law in 2015, analysing how, since then, the 
movement has strengthened despite the fluctuations of these anti-rights groups.

The panel included: Lucrecia Baquero, Kinga Jelinska, Claudia Areli Rosales, Jeanne 
Hefez and Basha Changue. You can find a summary of the panelists’ bios at the end of 
the document.

Lucrecia Baquero, communication consultant (Spain) shared her analysis on how 
anti-gender discourses against minorities are propagated. She emphasised that this 
is a media ecosystem functioning on three levels:

Firstly, she pointed out that, since the 1970s, funding for anti-gender and anti-
rights groups is an aspect that, at a global level, has made it possible to reverse 
the progressive trend of university graduates. She connected this trend to online 
platforms, forums, and communities, including subcultures like gamers and 
crypto discussion groups. She also related this trend to the impact that influencers, 
spokespersons and experts on encrypted social media channels like Telegram or 
Whatsapp have on university graduates, and the culture of rumour that involves 
spreading fake news and hoaxes.

Secondly, she looked at the role of social media and algorithm design in censorship. 
She gave the example of how Donald Trump’s campaign shows the clear link 

between social media (such as Twitter or Facebook) 
and the far right. 

“Social networks seek to monetize. They want to keep 
you {the user} on the platform for as long as possible. 
That is why fake news and hate messages are 
boosted, because they generate the most interactions. 
It is problematic and results in click bait, reinforcing 
pre-existing beliefs and hindering a healthier kind of 
debate”, Lucrecia stressed.

Thirdly, she highlighted how these groups capitalise on social unrest. They turn it into 
messages of hate through the reinterpretation of anti-rights causes and pointing to 
common enemies, such as women, migrants and gender nonconforming people. 

Lucrecia Baquero

“Social networks seek to monetize. 
They want to keep you {the user} on the 
platform for as long as possible. That is 
why fake news and hate messages are 
boosted, because they generate the most 
interactions.”
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Kinga Jelinska of Women Help Women (Poland), shared that her organisation helps 
20,000 women have an abortion annually, compared to the state, which does not 
even assist 400 women.

She shared that since the pandemic and the tightening of the Abortion Law, they 
have experienced criminalisation, persecution, police interrogations and campaigns 
against them. She mentioned the case of her colleague Justyna Wydrzyńska, who 
was convicted of helping to facilitate in an abortion in 2023, highlighting the risks of 
the law being tightened. In the case in question, the woman who wanted to have an 
abortion (and who Justyna wanted to help get one safely) finally decided to have an 
abortion with unsafe methods, putting her life at serious risk. 

Among the strategies that work when faced with criminalisation, she highlighted: 
“using humour, irony and the celebration of abortion as a form of struggle. Against 
the falsehood and inhumanity of anti-gender actors, we show pride and never back 
down. We wear lipstick and glitter during the hearings to show the farce of the justice 
system”.

Claudia Areli Rosales, from Tierra Viva (Guatemala) discussed how anti-gender 
groups influence abortion policies in the region using religious and authoritative 
arguments. She remarked that “the sacred is not to be questioned, that’s part of 
colonial legacy. It’s a mixture of the patriotic and the divine”. In this way, these groups 
reinterpret powerful historical discourses for reuse in modern times. She analysed 
how certain institutions are structured to intertwine political parties and councils, 
educational institutions, the church, and the traditional family unit.

She added that although Guatemala’s current government promotes democratic 
guarantees and respect for life, compared to the regional roll-back of rights (as 
in Honduras or El Salvador), Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights (SRHR) in 
Guatemala are also under attack in the discourse of elite power groups. Remember 
that Guatemala was named Ibero-American Pro-Life Capital for the 2022-2026 
period by the previous government and with support from a group of deputies 
linked to the Asociación la Familia Importa (AFI). She also highlighted the country’s 
connection with the State of Israel, which in the eyes of Guatemalan evangelical 
churches is “God’s chosen people”. This is visible in Zionist symbols in the streets and 
anti-Palestinian rhetoric that is frequently intertwined with anti-abortion discourse.

Jeanne Hefez, from IPAs (France) mentioned her understanding of anti-rights 
networks as an “anti-gender virus”, tracing their influence through different 
international institutions and showing the shift to the right in recent years and the 
consequent increase in conservatism in their policies, internal documents and 
positions. 

She also showed evidence of anti-gender campaigns in the UN, in the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and in the World Health Organization (WHO), 
denouncing the existence of “an escalating effort to introduce anti-gender objectives 
in UN spaces and an increasingly coordinated and systematic attack against sexual 
health and reproductive rights”.

As an example, she cited the agreement between the EU and the Organisation 
of African, Caribbean, and Pacific States (OEACP), where anti-gender actors 
participated, including: Christian Council International, Political Network for Values 

Kinga Jelinska

Claudia Areli Rosales

Jeanne Hefez
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También evidenció la existencia de campañas antigénero en la ONU, en la Agencia 
de los EEUU para el Desarrollo Internacional (USAID, en sus siglas en inglés) y en la 
Organización Mundial de la Salud (OMS), denunciando la existencia de “un esfuerzo 
escalado de introducir objetivos antigénero en espacios de la ONU y un ataque cada vez 
más coordinado y sistemático en contra de los Derechos Sexuales y Reproductivos”.

Nombró, como ejemplo en este sentido, el acuerdo entre la UE y la Organización de 
los Estados de África, el Caribe y el Pacífico (OEACP) y la participación de algunos 
actores antigénero en este acuerdo, tales como: Christian Council International, 
Political Network for Values y Family Watch international. “Esto nos demuestra que 
el movimiento antiderechos se coordina entre geografías, regiones y religiones para 
socavar los derechos humanos e introducir una agenda social muy regresiva”.

Basha Changue, formadora crítica y consultora editorial de La Casita Ediciones 
y Afrofemkoop (Barcelona) planteó que, desde una perspectiva feminista negra, 
las reacciones de los grupos antigénero responden a la crisis de la civilización 
occidental, dado que el Sur global ya no puede seguir siendo explotado. Compartió 
su posición de que pensar una agenda feminista global de los derechos de las 
mujeres poniendo el género en el centro es replicar el proyecto civilizatorio, ya que “la 
universalidad del género es una imposición colonial”. Nombró, como ejemplo, que en 
la sociedad Yoruba no existen instituciones como la propiedad de la tierra o el género 
como formas de organización social. 

También analizó la dinámica colonial dentro de instituciones internacionales como 
la ONU o la política exterior española, evidenciando que poner en el centro el género 
o los derechos de las mujeres replica la dinámica colonial. “Sí, efectivamente tenemos 
una lucha conjunta, pero que los árboles no nos impidan ver el bosque, y no nos dejemos 
llevar por esa voluntad de salvar a las mujeres del mundo, porque hay muchas mujeres 
del mundo que, como cualquier otra, sabemos salvarnos solas”, remarcó. 

Añadió que la explicación sobre la universalización del género “no es un debate; es 
una explicación de nuestra realidad. No es algo que pueda debatir, es una información 
que ponemos aquí encima de la mesa para que se tenga en cuenta”.

Como propuesta, también compartió el planteamiento de Audre Lorde sobre la 
diferencia como potencialidad para complejizar el análisis de los sistemas de 
opresión en cada contexto y relaciones, ya que identificó que “el enemigo sí es común; 
pero lo que nos activa, no”. 

Para concluir realizó la siguiente síntesis: “Un feminismo anticolonial requiere una 
traición al Estado Nación, al supremacismo blanco, a la propia identidad de las mujeres 
blancas, requiere un suicidio racial y si no, es difícil articular algo que pueda nombrarse 
universal-global. Si no rompemos el espectro de la supremacía blanca, no vamos a 
romper el capitalismo racial, que al final es lo que ordena estas opresiones Norte-Sur”.

and Family Watch International. “This shows us that the anti-rights movement 
coordinates across geographies, regions, and religions to undermine human rights 
and introduce a deeply regressive social agenda”.

Basha Changue, critical educator and editorial consultant at La Casita Ediciones 
and Afrofemkoop (Barcelona), stated that, from a black feminist perspective, the 
reactions of anti-gender groups reflect a crisis of Western civilisation, given that the 
global South can no longer be exploited. She shared her position that putting gender 
at the centre of a global feminist agenda for women’s rights is replicating colonial 
civilizational projects, since “the universality of gender is a colonial imposition.” As 
an example, she mentioned that in Yoruba society, concepts like land ownership and 
gender do not exist as forms of social organisation. 

She also analysed the colonial dynamics in international 
institutions like the UN or in Spain’s foreign policy, stressing that 
focusing on women’s rights or gender perpetuates colonial 
patterns. “Yes, we are in a shared struggle, but let’s not miss the 
forest for the trees. Let’s not be swayed by the urge to ‘save the 
women of the world’, because many of us already know how to 
save ourselves”, she emphasised. 

She added that the explanation of the universalisation of gender “is not a debate; it is 
an explanation of our reality. It is not a topic for discussion, it is information that we put 
on the table so that it can be taken into account”.

As a proposal, she referenced Audre Lorde’s framing of difference as a source of 
power, to deepen analysis of oppressive systems across contexts and relationships, 
as she highlighted that “our enemy may be the same, but what drives each of us is 
not”. 

To conclude, she made the following summary: “An anti-colonial feminism requires 
betraying the Nation-State, white supremacy, and even the identity of white women, 
it requires a racial suicide, otherwise it’s difficult to build something truly universal or 
global. If we don’t dismantle the spectre white supremacy, we won’t dismantle racial 
capitalism, which ultimately orders all North-South oppression”.

Basha Changue

“An anti-colonial feminism 
requires betraying the Nation-
State, white supremacy, and even 
the identity of white women, it 
requires a racial suicide.”
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También evidenció la existencia de campañas antigénero en la ONU, en la Agencia 
de los EEUU para el Desarrollo Internacional (USAID, en sus siglas en inglés) y en la 
Organización Mundial de la Salud (OMS), denunciando la existencia de “un esfuerzo 
escalado de introducir objetivos antigénero en espacios de la ONU y un ataque cada vez 
más coordinado y sistemático en contra de los Derechos Sexuales y Reproductivos”.

Nombró, como ejemplo en este sentido, el acuerdo entre la UE y la Organización de 
los Estados de África, el Caribe y el Pacífico (OEACP) y la participación de algunos 
actores antigénero en este acuerdo, tales como: Christian Council International, 
Political Network for Values y Family Watch international. “Esto nos demuestra que 
el movimiento antiderechos se coordina entre geografías, regiones y religiones para 
socavar los derechos humanos e introducir una agenda social muy regresiva”.

Basha Changue, formadora crítica y consultora editorial de La Casita Ediciones 
y Afrofemkoop (Barcelona) planteó que, desde una perspectiva feminista negra, 
las reacciones de los grupos antigénero responden a la crisis de la civilización 
occidental, dado que el Sur global ya no puede seguir siendo explotado. Compartió 
su posición de que pensar una agenda feminista global de los derechos de las 
mujeres poniendo el género en el centro es replicar el proyecto civilizatorio, ya que “la 
universalidad del género es una imposición colonial”. Nombró, como ejemplo, que en 
la sociedad Yoruba no existen instituciones como la propiedad de la tierra o el género 
como formas de organización social. 

También analizó la dinámica colonial dentro de instituciones internacionales como 
la ONU o la política exterior española, evidenciando que poner en el centro el género 
o los derechos de las mujeres replica la dinámica colonial. “Sí, efectivamente tenemos 
una lucha conjunta, pero que los árboles no nos impidan ver el bosque, y no nos dejemos 
llevar por esa voluntad de salvar a las mujeres del mundo, porque hay muchas mujeres 
del mundo que, como cualquier otra, sabemos salvarnos solas”, remarcó. 

Añadió que la explicación sobre la universalización del género “no es un debate; es 
una explicación de nuestra realidad. No es algo que pueda debatir, es una información 
que ponemos aquí encima de la mesa para que se tenga en cuenta”.

Como propuesta, también compartió el planteamiento de Audre Lorde sobre la 
diferencia como potencialidad para complejizar el análisis de los sistemas de 
opresión en cada contexto y relaciones, ya que identificó que “el enemigo sí es común; 
pero lo que nos activa, no”. 

Para concluir realizó la siguiente síntesis: “Un feminismo anticolonial requiere una 
traición al Estado Nación, al supremacismo blanco, a la propia identidad de las mujeres 
blancas, requiere un suicidio racial y si no, es difícil articular algo que pueda nombrarse 
universal-global. Si no rompemos el espectro de la supremacía blanca, no vamos a 
romper el capitalismo racial, que al final es lo que ordena estas opresiones Norte-Sur”.
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PANEL 3. Body-territory, the impact on the bodies and 
lives of SRHR defenders and their organisations

Panel
3

Virginia Gálvez, from Colectiva Actoras de Cambio (Guatemala), opened the session 
with a collective exercise designed to reconnect and process the experience of the 
first two panels.

Following this exercise of collective care, the third panel began, addressing the 
impact of violence on the bodies of women and gender nonconforming people as 
a consequence of the actions of anti-democratic, autocratic, neofascist, and anti-
gender forces. The discussion also included ancestral, divergent, and transformative 
narratives rooted in resistance and collective spaces.

The panel was moderated by Vicky Moreno from Dones x Dones (Catalonia), who 
highlighted militarism and the resources it generates through arms lobbies to 
strengthen Zionist far-right ideologies.

The speakers for the third panel were: Sama Aweidah, Daryana Palada, Úrsula Santa 
Cruz and Virginia Gálvez.

Sama Aweidah, from the Women’s Studies Center (Palestine) shared the feelings and 
greetings of the Palestinian people, expressing how difficult it was for them to leave 
her land amid genocide, and at the same time, the need to continue denouncing and 
participating in feminist spaces given the context and everything that is happening in 
her homeland.

She shared the challenges faced by women and girls in a context of the patriarchy 
and occupation: “More than 75% of Gaza’s buildings are damaged, people have 
been left homeless, without food, without clothes, without anything. It’s not easy, but 
we must resist, and we must be there”.

Sama shared how many of the gains achieved through feminist struggle have 
been rolled back in the current crisis—such as efforts to include subjects like child 

marriage, sexual abuse, and girls’ rights in school curricula. In contrast, 
she also shared that the persecution they were experiencing prior to the 
current crisis had ceased: they were no longer being defamed or called 
CEDAWists for being in favour of CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women). Also, from the mosques, 
calls for them to be killed had stopped. “The most important thing is that 
we, as feminists, do not interrupt our campaigns despite the threats”.

Daryana Palada, from Movimiento de Diversidad en Resistencia (Honduras), said 
that feminist spaces are not free of transphobia or other forms of discrimination 
against trans women. She mentioned being the only trans woman in the room, and in 
relation to this, she elaborated on the need to make alliances and join the struggles of 

Sama Aweidah

“The most important thing 
is that we, as feminists, do 
not interrupt our campaigns 
despite the threats.”

Daryana Palada
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the trans* collective. “We want to talk about safe spaces and spaces for inclusion, but 
it’s not real”, Daryana said.

She shared that she was a migrant in Spain: “I came looking for opportunities and 
I was discriminated against in every workplace. I returned to Honduras to defend 
myself from being yelling at, insulted and humiliated”.

She explained that the Honduran Government has been a disappointment, as despite 
promises, it has not even allowed for the legalisation of name changes. “I can’t talk 
about the LGTBIQ+ group because I’m also excluded from it, that’s why I talk about 
trans women, since that’s the only place I have found my space”.

Ursula Santa Cruz, originally from Peru, is part of Asociación Sembrar (Catalonia). 
She shared the work they do and invited everyone to broaden their view beyond 
gender-based violence, asking: “When we talk about women, which women are we 
talking about?”

She argued that Spain’s Immigration Law and its social services function as de facto 
anti-rights operators, attacking the human rights of migrant people. She remarked 
that the professional workspace is a critical area for migrant women. She cited the 
removal of child custody by social services as a tool that undermines and questions 
migrant motherhood, highlighting that “Anti-immigrant discourse doesn’t only come 
from the far right or the right—it also comes from the left”.

She analysed the relationship between the migration of women and gender 
nonconforming people and with the global coloniality of power: “We frame it through 
a matrix of oppression; there are different oppressions that pass through our bodies”.

She added that alliances are urgent and necessary, and that it is important to 
acknowledge that there are structures of power and privilege among the groups, as 
well as unequal distributions of resources. She also stressed that she has observed 
“many comrades questioning and betraying their own whiteness in order to think and 
understand that there is no universal discourse, but there are many bodies, with many 
experiences, with different resistances and alternative ways of seeing life. If we don’t 
do the work of self-questioning, no one is going to do it for us“.

Virginia Gálvez, from Colectiva Actoras de Cambio (Guatemala), shared her 
experience in relation to healing, memory, and justice in her work with women in 
Guatemala. She named anti-rights actors as a continuum of genocide against 
Indigenous peoples and as part of counter-insurgency policy: the country’s elites, 
extractivist companies, ex-military personnel, evangelical churches, fundamentalist 
Catholic groups, and organised crime.

She explained that racism and sexual violence are key elements in the exploitation of 
women’s and Indigenous peoples’ bodies, and emphasised that healing can begin 
with reclaiming the body: “Our bodies hold memories of pain, but also of eroticism, 
resistance, and healing; ancestral knowledge of freedom and autonomy, and the 
ability to connect with others to transform our reality”.

She highlighted how, since the pandemic, women’s lives have become increasingly 
precarious, making it difficult for feminist collectives to organise in the country, limiting 

Úrsula Santa Cruz

Virginia Gálvez
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women to survival work and the somatisation of discomfort that—through a lack of 
collective spaces for healing—become diseases.

Finally, she acknowledged the contributions of all those present: “What would the 
world be like without us and our collective commitments? I can’t even imagine”.

She closed by remarking that “the fabric is the interconnection of each thread. This is 
how we have walked our path, one is not superior to the other. We can only name it 
as one who leaves a loose thread, so that each individual feels summoned and takes 
something from these threads for her own collective dream, honouring each person’s 
work and thanking the universe for each other’s existence”.
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PANEL CONCLUSIONS

Lola Badenes, from SUDS (Barcelona), shared some concluding notes from the 
discussion spaces. 

Firstly, she began by thanking the logistical and organisational work of the three 
entities that organised the event, as well as colleagues who had travelled from afar to 
attend. Before starting, she stated: “We will not be free until Palestine is free”.

Secondly, she shared the metaphor of the anti-gender hydra, describing it as a many-
headed monster whose goal is to defend a political, economic, social, and cultural 
model based on family, property, and conservative morality. This involves direct 
attacks on the rights of minorities, gender nonconforming people, and movements 
that challenge the status quo.

Thirdly, she pointed out the connection between various religious forces: 
evangelicalism, Catholicism, Opus Dei, and Islamism. 

Fourthly, she stressed that the strategies established among the participants showed 
the need to create their own narratives that link feminism with environmental justice 
and with the defence of body and the territory against the extractivism of the capitalist, 
colonial and patriarchal system. She also emphasised the importance of building 
transnational alliances from an anti-colonial perspective, focusing on collective 
and community-centred approaches, as well as on the critical examination of white 
supremacy within our own spaces.

Next, she emphasised the importance of seeking a long-term and strategic 
perspective that goes beyond being reactive, as well as having a regional vision 
focused on local trends. She highlighted that these three points were key parts of 
group work and in the implementation of the networking strategy.

Finally, Lola concluded her speech with the following: “We reclaim our bodies as a 
vital space for knowledge, transformation and collective authority. We need to recover 
our emotions, take care of ourselves and take care of the web of life, establishing 
transnational alliances to recognise ourselves as equals and value each other’s 
contributions”.
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